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NABS-approved nestbox with a
camera port and 70#. base
donated to the TBS Silent
Auction on August 14th.

See page 4 for nestbox details.
(Builder Don is not included.)
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2010 TBS Summer Symposium
Saturday, August 14th

New Civic Center at Lake Forrest Park
1005 Hwy 64 W, Henderson, TX 75652

This yearbs

Summer Sympo

sium is in full

busy finalizing plans and checking details for the big day. Following are important dates,

remi nder s, a

nd figood to

knowo ti for

ps.

Send completed registration form with $10 per registrant by JULY 31st.
Registration form is available on www.texasbluebirdsociety.org; a registration
form is also available on page 7 of the last newsletter.

($10 includes event & hot lunch)

9:00 AMJ 2:30PM

Doors open at 8:30AM for registration and early bids on Silent Auction items

prepa

ensur

umn

GUEST SPEAKER: GREG GRANT

Stephen F. AustinGar dens 6
culturist, Greg Grant, will present his
latest lecture and workshop;

The Hole Truthd East Texas Wood-
peckers and those Who Come
Knocking.

Greg will share a fun look at the
relationship between woodpeckers
and the many secondary cavity
dwellers (including Eastern Blue-
birds) that depend on them. East
Texas is home to 8 species of
woodpeckers all of which indicate a
healthy forest and ecosystem. The
Eastern Bluebird,
happinesso i s popo-€
lar birds in America and one of
Gregobs favorites
over 100 bluebird houses as part of
his rural bluebird trail. Come find out
how to identify our native wood-
peckers and how beneficial they
can be to your landscape.

Greg Grant is co-author of Home
Landscaping Texas and The South-
ern Heirloom Garden and writes the
popul ar col umn #l
for Texas Gardener magazine. He
is a lifetime member of the Texas
Bluebird Society, the Native Plant
Society of Texas, and the Big
Thicket Society.

" BAYMONT

INN & SUITES

NEED LODGING?
Baymont Inn & Suites
410 Hwy 79 S. Henderson, TX
Phone: 903.657.7900.

Special rate for 2 queen/1 king, & free
breakfast with code: Bluebird Sympo-
sium, or ask for Summer Suite rate.

the Asongbird
0 VOLUNTEERS NEERED!
Willing to help set up? Staff
%he reg|§ration'table >Stuf?
attendee packets? Bring
Refreshments? Anything to
help get the Symposium
ready for a full fun day?

Contact Info for
Symposium Coordinator:

G rANRREA BROBM 1 d e
TBS Summer Symposium
3689 State Hwy 43 E.
Henderson, TX 75652
Phone: 903.658.0026
andie3564@gmail.com

n

FREE NESTBOX TO MEMBERS
py""\vho pledge to 0
at least two nestboxes and submit
observations to Cornell Ornithology
Labs at www.registeryournestbox.org

KEITH KRIDLER, CO -FOUNDER,
bluebird expert, favorite speaker, an all
around great guy, and a mainstay of our
symposium speakers, will be presenting
How, What &Why. Eastern Bluebirds
Always a fountain of information, you do
not want to miss Ke

$45$$$$ SILENT AUCTION $3355$$

Our favorite FUNdraiser! A great way to
support TBS; donate an item, buy an item,
%r do both. Anyway you choose, you are
helping TBS raise funds to buy lumber for
the nestboxes we distribute in Texas.

N

Still Need Donations

We are still in need of donations to help
make this the best Silent Auction yet!
Items need not be bird related. We are a
501 Charity, donation may be tax deductible.

' $end items to Silent Auction Coordinator:

KERRY FILLIPS

2302 Oxford Street
Bryan, TX 77802
K-Fillip@TTIMAIL.TAMU.EDU

Nest Wa
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Board of Directors

President
Pauline Tom
Mountain City

Vice President
LeAnn Sharp
Utopia

Treasurer/AP
Linda Crum
The Woodlands

Secretary/Editor
Debbie Bradshaw
Sour Lake

Membership/ AR
Caryn Brewer
Conroe

Renewals
Jennifer Fleming
Orange

True Blue Friends Mgr.

Judy Hetherington
Bronte

Technical Liaison
John Park
Sour Lake

Nestbox Inventory Mgr.

Meg Scamman
The Woodlands

Speakers Bureau
David Smith
San Antonio

Contact Us

PO Box 40868
Austin, TX 78704

Pauline Tom
512.268.5678 (Home)

LeAnn Sharp (Work)
830.966.2320

Visit our website
www.txblues.org

THANKS, Volunteers Are Appreciated!

Texas Bluebira Society)

l' ~) P

Nacogdoches Blueberry Festival

Melba Siebe of Woodville helped staff
the booth. Photo by Ron Tom.

Milam County Nature Festival®
Penny Friedman is ready for the crowds at
this first time event. Photo by Linda Crum.

Milam County Nature Festival ®

Cynthia Reid takes a quick Margarita
Potato break! Photo by Linda Crum.

3 Melba Siebe 3 Pauline Tom 3 Ron Tom

Great attendance and the hard work of a few good hands garnered 39 new members for TBS.
3 Andrea Brown 3 Linda Crum 3 Debbie Dalton 3 Penny Friedman 3 Cynthia Reid

Donot

Mi s s

The

Annual

Bl

uebi

r d

You can read about it in the next newsletter, but it is a lot more fun to experience it for yourself!
The Silent Auction already has a custom built nestbox from Don Lawrence, mounted photograph
from John English, a three-nite stay in Branson from Texas Bank, just to name a fewd so save
some support $ to spend at the auction. We always need volunteers for the big day (Contact An-
drea). Send in registration soon and do not miss a minute of great speakers, great networking,
door prizes, and Silent Auction FUNdraiser. (registration form on www.txblues.org)

TBS Thanks The Following Donors For Their Financial Support:

Vicki Barron
Jamie Hough
Barb Ohiman
Jody Reynolds
John Thornhill
Bird

Sandy Brent
Karen Kay
Joan Outlaw
Clint Scott

Tom Wheeler
Wat cher 6s

Durlene Butler
David McGlathery
Polly Reed

Ginny Reynolds

gest

Anonymous donations from Wills Point Bluebird Festival

Welcome New Members

Holly Anderson
Wynell Baker

HB, Terrell

KB, Nacogdoches
MB, The Woodlands
JB, Mesquite

VB, Tyler

Donna Bhatia
Deborah Bishop
Carla Blaser

HB, Terrell

LB, Austin

Janet Bridges
Betty Brink

CB, Lufkin

DC, Cypress
Margaret Campbell
Mark Carpenter
FC, Austin

JC, DeSota

LC, Azle

Bea Clack

Macy Cluck

C , Ford's Corner

f you did

not

Dwayne Cornelius
John Craven
Barry Crowder

DC, Flint

Don Day

Francis Decker
Anne Donovan
D.C. Driscoll

GD, Utopia

Bill Edwards
Jimmy Ford

MG, The Woodlands
Leslie Green

LG, Lufkin

Jennifer Hall

LH, The Woodlands
TH, Terrell

SH, Montgomery
JH, The Woodlands
Marlin Hughes
Carol Hughes

EJ, HidéxWay

MJ, Sweetwater
KK, Georgetown

check

APubl i sh

Stephanie Kelly
Debbie Lance
Jim Lathem

KL, Houston
Kathleen Lester
Susan Liggett
GM, Kaufman
CM, Salado

Judy Martin

KM, Wills Point
SM, Plano

RM, Austin

LM, Bishop

RM, Wills Point
Ernest & Cathy McCoulskey
Daniel McNamara
PM, Terrell

Glyna Miller

S.W. Mills

DM, Frisco

Lucy Mitchell

DM, Canton

BM, Katy

Pamela K. Neeley

Nameo on

(from

the

Dennis George

Lou Ann Norma

Bob Reynolds
Sue Thomas

subscri

Lou Ann Norman
Janice Pelzel

MP, Canton

CP, Scurry

CP, Scurry

Woody & Patricia Raine
Shannon Ramsey
Debbie Randle
Manda Rash

Bob Reynolds

DR, Nacogdoches
Connie Roddy
Bessie Romo

CR, The Woodlands
JR, The Woodlands
JR, Wills Point

TS, Taylor

BS, Scurry

BS, Centralia

Brandi & Coy Sewell
Phyllis Shuffield
John Skokan

Susan & Hudson Smith
WS, Shenandoah

member ship

ption of

Deborah Stephens
BS, Kennard

Tom & Tara Still
Terry Strand
Robert Thompson
Tim Timmons
Leah Tison

KT, The Woodlands
BT, Wills Point
Robert Tyer

Julie Vickers
George Welch
Elizabeth Wells
Anne Wheeler
TW, Canton
Carolyn Whitehurst
Robin Willholte
AW, Wills Point
Laura Wood

Ed Wood

Dan Wood, Jr

application,
I ——

S

f e

r)

niti
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From The

Surprise dive bombed me recently
when | realized some active TBS
members do not know our roots -
where we came from and why we
exist. Everyone knows what we do
("Bluebirds Across Texas ... one
nestbox at a time") and how we do it.
But, "the rest of the story" has not
been told for years.

Let me tell you, please, what hap-
pened before you came along ...

"Texas specific" publications did not
exist when | started with bluebirds in
2000. The info | gleaned through
extensive reading was not "incorrect”
somewhere in the USA, but much did
not apply in Texas (i.e., House
Wrens; Tree Swallows; blowflies;
hypothermia; spacing at 300-yards;
NABS-sized nestboxes; migration
south, two to three nestings.)

Keith Kridler and David Shiels, lo-
cated through cyberspace, taught me
what works best for Texas differs
from general info about bluebirding,
including what's published by the

North American Bluebird Society
(NABS).

I cri aMHYdoaésndat N
an affiliate in Texas to help Tex-
ans??! 16 NABS inf
years, no one has ventured to start
an affiliate for all of Texas." No one
has plans.

The void consumed me. With elec-
tronic communication, the time for a
bluebird organization was right. In
order to lend a helping hand toTex-
ans, | got the ball rolling. Keith and
David, bluebird experts with decades
of experience in Texas, agreed to
help make it a reality.

Help getting started came from out-
side Texas in the form of answered
emailed questions from presidents of
NABS affiliate organizations from
coast to coast. At the NABS Conven-
tion in Ohio in June, | saw faces and
heard voices of close comrades. And,
after hundreds of emails just between
the two of us, Keith Kridler (a charter
NABS member) and | sat together for

Page 3

Pr e&s\VWhdremd \VéesConizé®rk And How Did We Get Here?

the first time, piecing together plans.

In the next few months, Keith
A B ®untled wpex few other Texans with
experience to comprise the Charter
o r Board. Wenmooled pdssion @nd
knowledge

Texas Bluebird Society incorporated
in September 2001. At the Board
Meeting the following month, under
oak trees in my backyard in Mountain
City, a whirlwind brainstorm produced
the slogan we all know so well: Blue-
birds Across Texas ... one nestbox at
atime.

In that motto we stay centered, with
roots that anchor us ...TEXAS (with a
"nestbox-T") Bluebird Society.

Peace, Hope & Joyd

v

Pauline Tom, President

Your Membership Dollars At Work!

Texas Bluebird Society funded the next printing of the Texas Parks & Wildlife
booklet, "Bluebirds in Texas." When we learned that the booklet was not avail-
able due to budget cuts, we stepped in to help. Dr. Tom Wheeler, Life Mem-
ber, helped with a generous designated donation.

Hats Off To Texas!

My First Bluebird

February 19, 2010, Linda Ridings of Tomball
wrote, "l saw my first Bluebird!
here since the early 70's....I was so excited |
almost didn't get to my camera fast enough."
On February 25th, Linda joined TBS when she
attended a presentation by Linda Crum at Arbor
Gate Nursery in Tomball.

Have lived

Photo by Linda Ridings

AA total of 859 nesting attempts have been reported from 38 states across
the country. The top three states reporting nest attempts so far are Texas,

Ohio, and North Carolina.

AThe number of fledglings reported this season has increased to 2,374. The
majority of these young birds are Eastern Bluebirds from Texas, Tennessee,

and Ohi o.

Statistics

obtained from

Photo by LarryGavaty
Tree Swallow Carrying A Fecal

Sac away from a natural cavity at Bra-
zos Bend State Park near Houston.

This photo provides documentation for
Texas ornithological history of the
southernmost nesting of Tree Swallows
to date. (They first nested there last
year.) Should a pair of Tree Swallows
nest in your bluebird nestbox, please
itify Tegas BludbiediSediety Mreds t Wa

c h



Texas Blues

Bob F. asks:

| am building a heat shield for our
nestbox from the diagram on the
TBS website. What is the plastic
tubing? Is it small pvc pipe? What
would | ask for at home depot? |
understand the tubing is hollow
and attached to the box with
screws. Thanks for any specific
information.

Pauline replies:

Originally, David Shiels, the mem-
ber who conducted research on
the effects of heat on a nestbox
developed (per TBS standards)
the HeatShield, David suggested
the plastic tubing used for an ice-
maker. However, he discovered it
breaks down too fast in the ele-
ments. UV is a killer!

David now gets the PVC spacers
at Home depot in the plumbing
section and the coated deck
screws in the fastener section
near the nails. This combination
lasts for years. Now he use 1/8"
HDPE sheets for the shields. Any
good durable plastic will work,
even Lexan but that stuff is expen-

sive, he orders online from K-Mac.
(KS-1906A HDPE-.125x24x48-HDPE-Natural)

Betsy H. asks:

I moved here from Ohio. My fam-
ily monitors a bluebird trail in
Northeast Ohio, plus several
boxes at their home. Once the
eggs hatched, we had to be on the
lookout for blowfly larvae that
would attach themselves to the

m the Nestbox
ail from

our \WIEMBERS

babies' legs and kill them. If we dis-
covered the larvae, we would change
the nest using clean grass. Are blow-
flies an issue in Texas, or is that a
concern only for northern states? |
have my first nest of 5 eggs, which
should hatch in about 12 days. Just
wondered if this is something that |
should be on the lookout for once
they hatch.

Pauline replies:

Blowflies are not a concern in Texas.
I n 10 year s, |l 6ve
with blowflies, and that was in a nest
with dead nestlings. Such is the pri-
mary reason we have TEXAS Blue-
bird Society. Our issues here are dif-
ferent and those who read materials
written Aup
ergyonnon-i ssues.
learning what works best in Texas.

Jerri J. asks:

We want bluebirds so badly, and have
done everything possible to get them
to nest in our boxes. We moved to a
house a few miles away from my
brother who has several dozen boxes
that are used every year. He has of-
fered to bring a box of eggs with the
mother on the nest to hang on our
property. Would she raise them by
herself? Would she desert the eggs?

Linda replies:

| know what it is like to wait what

seems like forever to get bluebirds in
your yard. But please, do not move a
box from your
yours. The clutch would likely be lost

h
you

brot h’

and the adult birds very upset. It is
also against federal law to do this.
Bluebirds are a protected species i
as are all native birds. We cannot
tamper with or relocate an active nest.

Birds can be very picky about where
they nest. Is your property open or
wooded? Bluebirds like a somewhat
open area with trees nearby. | waited
3 years after putting up a box before
getting bluebirds. Wait awhile longer
and see if you get bluebirds in your
néevg I(r)c%tionb "f' theomeantime,
r

brother s

Don L answers his own question:

Don answers his own question for this
one! | had three nest boxes last year

nort ho andakthrde faildd.Mee reagordfor thé -
We 0 r e failure Was bedaude bfexcessive heat

build-up inside the boxes. | have relo-
cated the boxes so that they are
closer to the trees, more especially on
the East and North sides of the trees.
This gets the boxes into the shade
much earlier than last year and sub-
sequently, keeps the nest box much
cooler. Don L

Don decided to build
his own nestboxes. He
has already provided 6
to the Frank Buck Zoo.

From page 1:

Don shares his construc-
tion design with us and
has generously donated
one of his nestboxes for
our Silent Auction.

Design questions? Contact Don.

Don Lawrence

FRot ome to
Whitesboro, Texas 76273

enjo
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